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Welcome

My interest in the many during the South African
Small Wars (and a few  War (2nd Boer War) where
rather large ones) of khaki was worn. | was

Queen Vi ct orluckyto pickupa MLE
reign goes back to my  out of New Zealand and |}
first viewi rthenstartedon aBlack 0 4

Over a span of twenty ~ Watch uniform and Kkit.
plus years | put together ¢
video library of every
British Colonial movie

made, and actually influ-

didnot haWies
cess with the few vendors
that did carry Victorian
items, and decided to

enced a History professor wel | At fir
~ give it a try myself. | cur; .

to have a Al tI 300 tget the resi

in Film fAcl ¢ cniyownover X to share any knowledge

printed sources of origi-
nal photos from just prior
to the Crimea to the
South African War.

step was reenacting the
time period. | had dab-
bled in WWII but missed
the grandeur and flam-
boyancy of the Victorian
era. Funny thing is, |
picked the Black Watch

Why?

Because | ernottoborethose of youd a guest column in future
my escape, my fantasy who already are knowl- issues and a question and
world. | read Dickens and edgeable, but | also want answer column.

Conan Doyle, eat meat to include some basic
pies, and pretend to be a information for the new-
British soldier of the 19th comer.

century. | am going to try

of loading for Martini
Henry, but finally found
Mike M. and now |
proudly shoot both my

This lead to collecting ~ MHS. -

the firearms of the era as sD

If you are on this mailing
list but do not want to
subscribe to this newslet-
| would also like to have ter please let me know.
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The P53 Enfield Part |

Like many British Victorian Fire- lubed with animal fat, helped lead 1,000,000 rifles were exported to
arms the P53 Enfield is very verse to the Indian Mutiny. The New the Confederacy. Most were pur-
tile for reenacting. Technically it is Zealand Wars (18432) were the chased from official Government
a three band Enfield Riff®usket; last time the P53 would see use b sources but private sellers and
three bands secure the barrel to tf British regulars, being replaced  gunrunners were also important
stock and it is the same size as th with the Enfield Snider with many sources.

musket it replaced. It fires a 530 being converted into the new
grain Minie bullet (not a ball). The breech loader.

current Enfield fires a 62 grain
bullet.

My original P53 is one of the few
firearms | own that | have never
Outside of the Indian Mutiny and shot. It could use a new hammer.
the grease issue the most famous Originals are easily available as

It first saw use in the Crimea and use of the P53 would be by the  are reproductions. No excuses not
due to the paper cartridge which Confederate Army during the to recreate the Thin Red Line.

held the powder and bullet being American Civil War. Almost . _
Next time: Shooting the P53

Sergeant Hutchins, 78th Highlanders, Montreal, QC, 1868

This photo is one of several fantasehevrons on
tic images owned by the McCord both sleeves of
Museum in Montreal, Quebec. what is proba-
Many of the photographs are bly a doublet. |
named, and are a great source of have blown the
information. The 78tkiThe Ross photo up and it
shire Buffs)were stationed in Can- hard to tell if
ada from 186+71. 10,000 people his shoulder
watched as the Regiment receivednumerals are
its new colours in 1868. The 78th embroidered,
also spent time at the Citadel in  but | think they
Halifax, Nova Scotia. are not metal.
Note lack of
collar badges.

Battle Honours

Assaye with Elephant
Maida

Java

Koosh Ab, Persia
Lucknow

Afghanistan 1879- 80

almost looks like
it has been
starched. | would
really like a repro-
duction of this
badge.

Sgt. Hutchins is wearing both the
1854 India General Service medal
with clasp and the Indian Mutiny Most interest-

Me d a | 1858 wit h ingiwhs Gieh-a s p s . L uU>
interesting to note that he wears garry and badge. The badge is  The 78th would become the 2nd

the medals with the reverse show-similar to a modern clan badge bu Battalion,. Seaforth Highlanders,

ing. with fA780 i n th in1881whenitwasamalgamated
have seen in the past referred to ¢ with the 72nd, the Duke of Al-
Glengarr%/ badge is actuallythe banyés Own Highl ar

bUT T 0N S thefrdrthet Bage SRS Osbetd S

He appears to have Regimental
numbered

Page2 Quarter mast €


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battles_of_the_Second_Anglo-Afghan_War

The Oliver Waterbottle

| thought | would start with the the top of the mouth about wood but the bot-
Oliver Waterbottle because | both piece and this plug is tle is very light (unlike
have an original and supply a re- removed when drink- the reproduction | offer).
production. Keep in mind a ing from the bottle. The light bands are from
Afcanteeno i s a Theplugissecuredt where the carriage

for water. My original is good con- the mouthpiece by a leather bleached the
dition, but I believe it lacks the waxed string. Luckily wood. Unfortunately,
original pewter mouthpiece. My  either my bottle has the carriage did not sur-
example has a very wathrved the original plug or a vive.

wooden replacement. nice replacement.
Probably a period re-
placement.

The top plug was re-
moved for drinking and
the larger mouthpiece to
fill the bottle.

The mouthpiece does unscrew bu
only for refilling the bottle. A
small wooden plug is insertedintcl dondt Kk

Photograph: Fusilier 1872

This is one of the few period pho- There are several interesting tidbitsibject a photo is preferred. Notice
tographs | have seen the ammo pouches are
showing the complete worn very close to the
P71 Valise kit being clasp. This has lead
worn. | believe this is me to believe that one
considered strap from each pouch
Order o for is slipped through the
Too bad the brass square rings next
full rear view. to the clasp. This
would also help keep
the pouch in place.
Also, the folded

(rather than rolled)
blanket worn above
the valise and the can-
teen (without cover)
strap sewn horizon-

. tally on the valise. |

of information in the photo that is also like the stuffed haversack and
a huge help to the reenactor. Al- valise, | just wish | could see in-
though many artists do their best tide. The expense pouch is worn
accurately paint or draw their right below the waistbelt.

The handwriting at the
bottom incorrectly labeld
it as NSl a
Equi pment o
(?) 1872 at first black
pouches @A ¢
A?20 Aabst ai fdih o guma i wi |
The Slade Wallace pat- )
tern was not adopted until

1888. It is interesting to note the
black 1st pattern ammo pouches
being mentioned.
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Hardtack

Har dt ack, s hi p6:Hereisthe basic recipe: t Round or square?
bread. British f .

From what | gather, in the UK,
food fitacko. Thie 2cupsofflour i g

' the biscuits were first square, but
later, round. A photo | have seen
of a replica biscuit box from the

simple: flour, water and salt. 1% to ¥ cup water
° 2 4

During the American Civil War

both sides were issued hardtack * 6 pinches of salt QSEJO —

from the 1848 Mexican American Mix all the ingredients into a WS & S4lLOR BoY

War. National Maritime Museum, dough and press onto a cookie  has a

Greenwich, London, has a speci- sheet to a thickness of ¥z inch. round

men date 1784 in their collections. gy q in a preheated oven at 400°F i?%ewhich would backip the
Stegobium paniceura,species of Of half an hour. round shape. U.S. hardtack was
beetl e, is ni ckIiRemovefromoven, cutdough intd9€nerally square, though. They
beetl ed due t o i3inchsquares, and punchfour a'Were also the first biscuit made by
tack. You can b irowsofholes, four holes per rowj Machineryin England in 1829.

at the Royal Naval museum store Nto the dough (a fork works
in Portsmouth. nicely).

Flip the crackers and return to the

A type of hardtack was the staple oven for another half hour.

for nuclear falout centers in the

U.S. in the 1950s and to this day it DO NOT store them when still
hoarded by survivalists. hot! Moisture will cause them to

get moldy.

Alaskans love their Sailor Boy

Historic Fort Wayne  www.historicfortwaynecoalition.com/)

In 1840, at the point on the Detroit occupied until 1796 when the Diplomacy intervened, however,
River closest to British Canada,  United States took over Detroit  jn the mission of Fort Wayne. Be-
the United States Army began sur-and renamed the battlement Fort  fore any cannon were even pro-
veying local farms for the place-  Shelby.

) ; cured for the new fort, the United
ment of new artillery post. A five

point star fort was slated to have Following the War of 1812, Fort States signed a treaty with Britain
the most up to date cannon capabléhelby fell into d|§repa|r whlle the that called for diplomatic solu-

of firing on the Canadian shore as threat of a territorial war still tions to their territorial disputes.
|00med W|th British Canada. As The new Fort was te

This new fort waNorhrebores delerbathatih i (O Tsoned as an infanty gar
the first built by the Americans. In cludes new forts from the east rfsc%, but did not see any f[r(.)ops
1701, shortly after Cadillac landed,coast to the Minnesota Territory. until the outbreqk of the _C'V'I

the French began building Fort De-The Detroit fort would be named ~ War, when the first Michigan sol-
troit, which was surrendered to the for General Anthony Wayne diers reported for duty.

British in 1760 during the French whose defeat of the British at the
and Indian War. The British built a Fallen Timbers in 1796 resulted in =
new fort several years later and  the United States occupation of théh€ Britain and later Canada, Fort
name it Fort Lernoujtwhich they ~ Northwest Territories. Wayne never saw a shot fired in

well as ships sailing the river.

Because of new relationship with
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http://www.historicfortwaynecoalition.com/




